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THE MEMBERSHIP OF THE CLASSICAL ASSOCIATION 
OF NEW ENGLAND 



By George Edwin Howes 
Williams College 



The editorial in the December issue of the Journal which gave the 
statistics of membership of the Classical Association of the Middle 
West and South, as compiled by Professor Dennison, was especially 
interesting as showing the future possibilities of membership. The 
number two thousand would seem to be a natural goal to be reached 
within a few years. 

The statistics presented have prompted me to make a somewhat 
similar analysis of the present membership in the New England 
Association. The membership today (Feb. 4, 1908) is 285. Eleven 
are, at present, outside of New England, and three are engaged in 
business or professional life somewhat apart from teaching. 

The following table, prepared so as to correspond to the one given 
in the December number, takes account of the other 274 members. 

TABLE I' 





Present Enrolment 


Enrolment on Basis of 
I Member to Every 
100 Latin Pupils, 
Public High Schools 


Connecticut 


S6 
12 

12 
12 


SO 

47 

186 

22 

11 




Massachusetts 

New Hampshire 

Rhode Island 








Total 


274 


340 





' The figures accessible to me are probably not the latest. They are taken from 
a "Reprint of Chapter from Report 0} the Commissioner oj Edjication for 1904," Sta^ 
tistics of Secondary Schools (igo6), chap. xxix. 

The figures in Table I are gratifying, if we note the large present 

enrolment relative to a prospective enrolment based upon the number 

of students taking Latin in our public high schools. This was probably 

a fair basis for figuring in the case of the territory covered by 

the Association of the Middle West and South, for over 90 per cent, of 
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the pupils studying Latin in that district are enrolled in the public 
high schools. In New England, however, the case is dififerent. 
About 80 per cent, of the Latin pupils are in the public high schools, 
and 20 per cent, in the private schools and academies. It would 
seem fairer, therefore, to include the private schools and academies 
in our computation. This is done in Table II. 

TABLE II 





Present Enrolment 


Enrolment on Ba^is of 
I Member to Every 
100 TAtin Pupils, 
PubEc High Schools, 
PrivateHigh Schools, 
Academies 




S6 
12 

151 
31 
12 
12 


67 

58 
220 

34 
22 


Maine 


Massachusetts 

New Hampshire 

Rhode Island 




24 




Total 


274 


425 





The results as seen in Table II are not so gratifpng to our pride 
in regard to our present membership as are those in Table I. Still, 
they show the possibility of increasing our membership more easily 
and to a greater degree. However, even Table II does not seem to 
me to present the situation in a fair light. It takes into account pupils 
in Latin and teachers of Latin in the schools and disregards pupils 
in Greek and teachers of Greek. Of course, the teacher of Greek 
is often — ^probably generally — the teacher of Latin also. But, as we 
admit that not all teachers of Latin teach that subject exclusively, and 
still we count them in as teachers of Latin, the teachers of Greek 
may well be included also — even at the risk of counting some of them 
twice — though other subjects are included in their schedules. More- 
over, this is a Classical Association and not a Latin Association, and 
the presence of Greek among us should not be forgotten or neglected. 
New England is still the stronghold of Greek. There are more pupils 
in Greek in the Massachusetts public high schools than in the public 
high schools of the 22 states included in the territory of the Association 
of the Middle West and South, and over 1,000 more in the public and 
private high schools and academies of New England than in the 
corresponding schools in the Middle West and South. As the number 
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of pupils studying Greek in this latter region is only about 2^ per cent, 
of the number studying Latin, it was not necessary to take them into 
account, in making out the table. In New England, as the percentage 
is over 14, it seems fair to include them. The result is seen in Table 

III. 

TABLE III 





Present Enrolment 


Enrolment on Basis of 
I Member to Every 
100 Pupils, Public 
High Schools.Private 
High Schools, Acade- 
mies — both Greek 
and Latin 


Connecticut 


56 
12 

151 
31 
12 
12 


76 
64 

38 

26 


Maine 


Massachusetts 

New Hampshire 

Rhode Island 




27 




Total 


274 


486 





And there is still one other element to be taken into account. I 
do not know the facts in regard to the membership in the Association 
of the Middle West and South, but in the New England Association 
a large percentage of the members are teachers in colleges and uni- 
versities. In comparing the present membership in the Association 
of teachers in schools with a possible prospective membership, of 
course, the numbers representing teachers in colleges and imiversities 
should first be subtracted. (I might say, in passing, that nearly all 
of the teachers of Greek and Latin in our colleges and universities 
are members of the Association.) I will give in Table IV the figures 
that include the teachers of Greek and Latin in the schools, and then, 
for fear of possible unfairness in including the teachers of Greek, 
I will figure in Table V on the basis of teachers of Latin only. 

There is one striking fact in connection with these tables. Though 
the basis for the results varies, the relative positions of the states 
remain constant. Judged from every point of view New Hampshire 
stands first in its present membership relative to a natural prospective 
membership, Connecticut comes second, and Massachusetts third. 

Perhaps it might be interesting to compare the results of the figures 
of the two associations. If we took Table I as a basis, the New Eng- 
land Association would appear to better advantage. It would have 
80 per cent, of a possibly normal membership as against 65 per cent. 
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TABLE IV 





Present Total 
Enrolment 


Teachers in 
Colleges or 
Universities 


Teachers in 
Schools 


Enrolment on Basis of 
I Member to Every 
100 Pupils, Public 
High Schools, Private 
High Schools, Acade- 
mies—both Greek 
and Latin 


Connecticut 


S6 
12 

151 
31 
12 
12 


13 
6 

S3 
S 
3 
3 


43 

6 

98 

26 

9 

9 


64 
2SS 

38 

26 
27 




Massachusetts 

New Hampshire 

Rhode Island 

Vermont 




Total 


274 


83 


191 


486 





TABLE V 





Present Total 
Enrolment 


Teachers in 
Colleges or 
Universities 


Teachers in 
Schools 


Enrolment on Basis of 
I Member to Every 
100 Pupils, Public 
HighSchools,Private 
High Schools, Acade- 
mies, Latin only 


Connecticut 


56 

12 

31 
12 
12 


13 

6 

S3 
S 
3 
3 


43 
6 

98 
26 

9 
9 


67 

S8 

220 

34 
22 
24 


Maine 


Massachusetts 

New Hampshire 

Rhode Island 

Vermont 




Total 


274 


83 


191 


42s 





for the Association of the Middle West and South. By Table II the 
80 per cent, would be reduced to 64 per c6nt. ; by Table III to 56 per 
cent. ; by Table V to 45 per cent. ; and by Table IV to 39 per cent. 
However, these last three tables are on so different a basis from those 
used in obtaining the figures for the Association of the Middle West 
and South that a comparison has little value. Roughly speaking, I 
should say that a membership in the New England Association of 500 
would represent a goal very similar to that of 2,000 for the older asso- 
ciation. The Association of the Middle West and South has the 
advantage of age and of more imminent danger to the classics, in help- 
ing it to increase its membership. The New England Association has 
the advantage of a smaller and more compact area, and the success of 
the older association to stimulate it. Each is now a help to the other. 
May they go on enlarging the sphere of their usefulness, each a support 
and an encouragement to the other, in their endeavor to retain for the 
classics the position that their value merits. 



